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SUBJECT: GDR NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS: VOLKSARMEE 
PARADE 

1 . THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED A CIRCULAR NOTE FROM THE 
MINISTRY OP POREIGN APFAIRS INVITING ALL CHIEFS OF 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS TO ATTEND PESTIVITIES MARKING THE 
GDR NATIONAL DAY ON OCTOBER 7. THESE INCLUDE A RECEPTION 
IN THE PALACE OF THE REPUBLIC THAT EVENING GIVEN 
JOINTLY BY THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE SED, THE 
COUNCIL OF STATE AND THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. THE 

NOTE ASKS FOR A RESPONSE ON ATTENDANCE TO THE 
RECEPTION BY SEPTEMBER 29. I PLAN TO ATTEND. 

2. THE NOTE ALSO INVITES THE CHIEFS OF THE DIPLOMATIC 
MISSIONS AND MILITARY ATTACHES TO "AN HONOR PARADE 
OP THE NATIONAL VOLKSARMEE" ON MARX-ENGELS-PLATZ 
THE SAME MORNING, BUT DOES NOT ASK POR A RESPONSE 
ON ATTENDANCE. I DO NOT INTEND TO ATTEND A MILITARY 
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PARADE INVOLVING NVA TROOPS. MY BRITISH, WEST GERMAN, 

AND PORTUGUESE COLLEAGUES TOLD ME DURING A DINNER AT 
THE RESIDENCE ON SEPTEMBER 23 THEY WOULD NOT ATTEND 
THE PARADE. 

3. THE GDR NATIONAL DAY LAST YEAR DID NOT PEATURE A 
MILITARY PARADE. HOWEVER, AT THE TIME OF THE 1977 
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MAY DAY PARADE IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT A VOLKSARMEE 
PARADE WOULD IN THE EUTURE TAKE PLACE ON GDR 
NATIONAL DAY (SEE BERLIN 5852). WE HAVE NOT YET 
NOTED ANY MILITARY PREPARATIONS EOR THE PARADE WHICH 
WOULD GIVE INDICATIONS OF ITS SCOPE OR THE KIND OF 
UNITS INVOLVED. 

4. WE BELIEVE OTHER NATO EMBASSIES SHOULD NOT ATTEND 
THE PARADE IF IT INVOLVES NVA TROOPS. WE AREPREPARED, 
IF THE DEPARTMENTWISHES, TO CONVEY THIS POSITION TO 
NATO EMBASSIES HERE. SINCE PARADES BY NVA TROOPS IN 
BERLIN HAVE SOMETIMES IN THE PAST BEEN THE OCCASION 
OF PROTESTS BY THE THREE POWERS AGAINST THIS 
VIOLATION OE EOUR POWER STATUS OF THE CITY, THE 
DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO CONSIDER WHETHER THIS PARADE 
SHOULD BE THE SUBJECT OE AN ALLIED PROTEST, DEPENDING 
ON ITS NATURE. BOLEN 
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